Crossroads Mission Team Report – Sue Klinedinst
Nehemiah 4:6 – We kept at it, repairing and rebuilding the wall.  The whole wall was soon joined together and halfway to its intended height because the people had a heart for the work.  (This was on the wall of St. Paul’s sanctuary in Biloxi.)
  Sunday, January 22 the team was sent off with Crossroads’ blessing to Biloxi, MS.  We arrived, not really knowing what to expect, but willing to do whatever was needed.  Each of us brought different attitudes and abilities which God blended together to be His team to do His work, not only the 15 Crossroads volunteers, but the other teams as well from Connecticut, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Mississippi.  Over 60 sleeping bags were strewn all over St. Paul’s UMC. Many cooks created wonderful gourmet meals for all. We made new friends, gathering each evening for worship and celebration. We worked hard work all day, and enjoyed (?) a mixed choir of snores at night.  We made few mistakes, and quickly learned new construction skills. There were no accidents or injuries (unless you count the drywall that flew off the truck).  

  Local people, eager to share their stories of the devastation from wind and water, displayed a spirit of hope and determination to rebuild.  What a blessing to be a part of this effort!

  Our team was assigned two houses. The Wormley family, Gerylin, Shantel, and daughter were grateful for everything we did at their house.  We spackled and sanded and wiped and spackled and sanded and wiped and … now the walls are ready for painting.  Soon they can move out of the tiny trailer and back into their home.

  The Parks family*, George, Sr., Deborah, George, Mary, and Michael were overwhelmed at how much we did in one week.  Monday their house was just an empty shell.  By Friday noon we had purchased, hauled, and installed sheathing, insulation, and sheetrock in all but one room. It was really starting to look like a home again. They invited us to share some great Southern cooking, prayers, hugs, and tears of blessing before we had to go.  

  There was another unexpected opportunity. A preacher from another church in Biloxi brought us a person in need of blessing.  A woman, tired and worn, with slippers on her feet,  had nowhere to go and didn’t know what to do. Sue met the woman, got her some food and a place to sleep.  Anne(from the Virginia team) and another man sat and talked with her.  Claudia (how did God know we would need a psychologist on our trip?) spent the better part of two days with her, assessing her needs and getting her medical attention. Tom contacted her family.  The entire group collected money for a bus ticket so that she could return home to Indiana.  Thursday we received word from her son that she arrived safely and was being cared for.

  And then there is Biloxi Blue, the world’s cutest puppy, who followed Peggy all the way home.

God is good  -  All the time  -  God is good!

The Biloxi Mission Team

Denita Conner, Liz Constanzer, Jon Corle, Beverly Curdo, Vic Dodd, Patty Dodd, Susan Engle, Claudia Filippino, Peggy Franciosa, Tom Hall, Sue Klinedinst, Terry Lazor, Mike MacTurk, Kip Story, Glenn Wadel, and George Parks. 

And Steve Handzel for putting it all together.

And all the people who gave money for the supplies and other expenses. 

And all our family and friends who supported us with encouragement, prayer, blessing, gifts, pet sitting, and time off which helped make this trip a reality.

